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Patrick's Discovery 
Taylor's Island 
c. 1828 and later 
Private 

Patrick's Discovery is one of the oldest frame structures on Taylor's Island, and it 

survives with some finely executed second quarter of the nineteenth century Federal 

woodwork combining raised-panel and beaded board finishes. While the hall/parlor plan 

first floor interior has been consolidated into one large space, the end walls in the former 

hall and parlor retain their original woodwork finishes. Distinguishing each end wall are 

enclosed winder staircases behind six-panel doors, and the fireplaces are framed by 

Federal mantels. The north wall finishes in the former hall are more elaborate with a 

paneled block frieze and stepped and broken mantel shelf. As well, a built-in glazed door 

cupboard, and an adjacent built-in raised panel cupboard, distinguish this wall. Plain 

corner blocks enhance the narrow paneled face door and window trim. The room also 

survives with period chair rail and baseboards. 

Planter Moses Navy (1797-1855) is credited with the construction of the well-

appointed house on a part of a tract called "Patrick's Discovery" or "Patrick's Progress," 

land which he acquired in November 1827. The date of the land transfer and the 

architectural nature of the interior woodwork comfortably place the construction of the 

main body of the house shortly after this purchase. Moses Navy was a relatively 

prosperous planter for this time; on the occasion of the 1850 U.S. census he was listed 

with real estate valued at $8,000. The year before his death, Moses Navy's daughter 

Eliza married Thomas H. Travers on November 22, 1854, and the plantation operation 
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and ownership passed to the next generation. In 1877, Thomas H. and Eliza Travers sold 

her parents farm to Samuel M. Travers, and the house and farm remained in Travers 

family hands until 1929. 



Maryland Historical Trust inventory NO D-204 
Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 

1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

historic "Patrick's Discovery" (preferred) or "Patrick's Progress" 

other Moses Navy Farm 

2. Location 
street and number 4608 Hooper's Neck Road not for publication 

city, town Taylor's Island vicinity 

county Dorchester 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owner 

name Cygnat Investment Group c/o Perry Twining 

street and number telephone 

city, town Taylor's Island state MD zip code 21669 

4. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Dorchester County Clerk of Court liber PLC 246 folio 566 

city, town Cambridge tax map 48 tax parcel 10 tax ID number 058925 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
Contributing Resource in National Register District 
Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
Recorded by HABS/HAER 
Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 
Other: 

6. Classification 

Category Ownership Current Function Resource Count 
district public x agriculture landscape Contributing Noncontributing 

x buildinq(s) x private commerce/trade recreation/culture 1 buildings 
structure both defense religion sites 
site domestic social structures 
object education transportation objects 

funerary work in progress 1 Total 
government unknown 
health care vacant/not in use Number of Contributing Resources 
industry other: previously listed in the Inventory 



7. Description Inventory No. D-204 

Condition 

excellent 
x good 

fair 

deteriorated 
_ ruins 

altered 

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

DESCRIPTION SUMMARY 

"Patrick's Discovery," also known historically as the Moses Navy farm, is located at 4608 North Point 
Road on the north side of Taylor's Island in Dorchester County, Maryland. Situated on Oyster Cove 
and reached by way of a farm lane, the two-story, three-bay, hall/parlor plan house dates to the second 
quarter of the nineteenth century. Estimated to date around 1830, the timber frame main block is 
supported on a low brick foundation, and the exterior retains its beaded weatherboards. The steeply 
pitched roof is covered with asphalt shingles. Attached to the south gable end is a story-and-a-half 
kitchen wing, a separate structure that was moved up to the end of the house. A third section, a single-
story wing dates from the mid to late 20th century. The interior of the main block boasts superior early 
nineteenth end wall finishes that combine vertical beaded board tongue-and-groove and raised paneling. 
Boxed winder stairs provide access to the second floor. At some point during the twentieth century, the 
off-center partition was removed to consolidate the first floor into one large space and the ceiling plaster 
was removed exposing the floor joists. 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

The farm known as "Patrick's Discovery" is defined by an early nineteenth century two-story, 
hall/parlor plan frame dwelling that faces Oyster Cove on the north end of Taylor's Island, Dorchester 
County, Maryland. The address is 4608 North Point Road. Facing east, the gable roof is oriented on a 
north/south axis. Estimated to date around 1830, the two-story timber frame structure is supported on a 
low brick foundation, and the exterior is sheathed with beaded weatherboard siding. The steeply pitched 
gable roof, covered with asphalt shingles, is finished with boxed cornices and flush gable ends. 

The east (main) facade is a symmetrical three-bay elevation with a center entrance and flanking six-
over-six sash windows. The partially glazed replacement door is topped by a multi-pane transom. The 
windows are framed by a narrow beaded edge surround typical of the early nineteenth century. The 
second floor is defined by three single-pane sash replacement windows. All of the window openings 
are flanked by louvered shutters. The opposite side of the house facing Oyster Cove is defined by a 
two-story enclosed porch. Rising through the gable ends are interior brick chimneys. 

The south gable end is partially covered by a story-and-a-half kitchen wing that is defined by a 
center entrance and windows to each side. Square shaped windows light the second floor loft. An 
interior end brick chimney stack pierces the gable end. 

Inside, the first floor of the main block survives with most of its original early nineteenth century 
woodwork aside from the off-center partition and ceiling plaster. The north wall is the more elaborate of 
the two end wall compositions with a more intricate Federal mantel and a built-in glazed door cupboard 
to the west of the fireplace. Fixed in the northeast corner is an enclosed winder stair that has four steps 
outside the stair enclosure. Three rectangular balusters per tread rise to a molded handrail which is 
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Historic Properties Form 

Name "Patrick's Discovery" 

Continuation Sheet 

Number _7_ Page 1 

anchored by a turned newel post. The stair enclosure is entered through a six-panel door. The closet 
beneath the staircase is accessed through a raised four-panel door, which is framed by a Greek ovolo 
backhand surround. A Greek ovolo surround frames the firebox and supports paneled plinth blocks 
underneath a stepped and broken profile mantel shelf. The wall surface above the mantel is finished 
with vertical, beaded edge tongue-and-groove boards. Fixed in the northwest corner is a built-in glazed 
door cupboard with double leaf eight-pane doors above raised panel bottom doors. To the right side of 
the cupboard is a narrow cupboard accessed behind a raised panel door. The room retains paneled chair 
rail and paneled door and window surrounds that incorporate plain corner blocks. The south end wall 
features an enclosed boxed winder stair in the southeast corner, which rises behind a raised six-panel 
door. A raised four-panel door opens into the closet under the stairs. The mantel is less elaborate than 
the north end mantel in that it does not have frieze blocks or a broken shelf. The wall surface above the 
mantel is finished with tongue and groove boards. To the right (west) of the chimney breast is a six-
panel door that opens into the kitchen. 

The kitchen has been remodeled with the removal of the ceiling plaster and exposure of the floor 
joists. 



8. Significance Inventory No. D-204 

Period 

_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 

x 1800-1899 
1900-1999 

_ 2000-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance 

_ agriculture 
archeology 

x architecture 
_ art 
_ commerce 
_ communications 
_ community planning 

conservation 

Construction dates 

Evaluation for: 

National Register 

Check and 

_ economics 
_ education 
_ engineering 

entertainment/ 
recreation 

_ ethnic heritage 
_ exploration/ 

settlement 

justify below 

health/medicine 
_ industry 
_ invention 
_ landscape architecture 

law 
_ literature 
_ maritime history 

military 

Architect/Builder 

Maryland Register 

_ performing arts 
_ philosophy 
_ politics/government 

religion 
science 

_ social history 
_ transportation 

other: 

x not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

SIGNFICANCE SUMMARY 

Patrick's Discovery is one of the oldest frame structures standing on Taylor's Island, and it survives 
with some finely executed second quarter of the nineteenth century Federal woodwork combining 
raised panel and beaded board finishes. While the hall/parlor first floor interior has been consolidated 
into one large space, the end walls in the former hall and parlor retain their original woodwork finishes. 
Distinguishing each wall are enclosed winder stairs behind raised six-panel doors and fireplaces framed 
by Federal mantels. The north wall finishes in the former hall are more elaborate with a paneled block 
frieze and stepped and broken mantel shelf. As well, a built-in glazed door cupboard, and an adjacent 
built-in raised panel cupboard distinguish the north end wall. Plain corner blocks enhance the paneled 
face door and window surrounds. 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT 

Planter Moses Navy (1797-1855) is credited with the construction of this well-appointed frame house 
on part of a tract called "Patrick's Discovery" or "Patrick's Progress," land which he acquired in 
November 1827.' The date of the land transfer and the architectural nature of the interior woodwork 
comfortably place the construction of the main house shortly after this transfer. Moses Navy was a 
relatively prosperous planter for his time; on the occasion of the 1850 U.S. Census he was listed with 
real estate valued at $8,000.2 The year before his death, Moses Navy's daughter Eliza married Thomas 
H. Travers on November 22,1854, and the plantation operation and ownership passed to the next 
generation. In 1877, Thomas H. and Eliza Travers sold her parents farm to Samuel M. Travers, and the 
house and farm remained in Travers family hands until 1929. 

1 Dorchester County Land Record, ER 11/59-60, 24 November 1827, Dorchester County Courthouse. 
2 Seventh Census of the United States, 1850, Population Schedule for Dorchester County, Ancestry, com 
' Dorchester County Marriage Record Book, 1780-1860, Dorchester County Courthouse. 
4 Dorchester County Land Record, JFD 23/640, 19 April 1929, Dorchester County Courthouse. 
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Historic Properties Form 

Name "Patrick's Discovery" 
Continuation Sheet 

Number 8 Page 1 

Patrick's Discovery" 
4608 Hooper's Island Road 
Taylor's Island, Dorchester County, Maryland 

Map 48, Parcel 10 

CHAIN-OF-TITLE 

PLC 246/566 Perry F. Twining and Erlyne Twining 

to 

Cygnat Investment Group 

Part of the same property conveyed in two deeds; 

A. from Wallis Boileau, Jr., 3.9.1970, PLC 163/494 
B. from Joseph A. Waldschmitt, et ux. 11.9.1973, PLC 182/488 

PLC 163/494 Wallis Boileau, Jr. and Doris A. Boileau 

to 

3.9.1970 Perry F. Twining and Erlyne Twining 

"Patrick's Progress" or "Patrick's Discovery" also known as 
the Moses Navy Farm 

(The said Edith R. Boileau has heretofore departed this life leaving the said 
Wallis Boileau, Jr. the sole fee simple owner of the aforesaid land and 
Property as surviving tenant by the entirety, and being so seized and 
Possessed of the said land and property, he has intermarried with 
Doris A. Boileau, his present wife) 

9.24.1987 
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Name "Patrick's Discovery' 
Continuation Sheet 

Number _8_ Page 2 

RSM 77/582 A. Jason Sawyer, et ux. 

to 

4.4.1952 Wallis Boileau, Jr. and Edith R. Boileau 

Plat Book 11/46 

RSM 75/145 

3.29.1951 

Beatrice E. Marshall 

to 

G. Jason Sawyer and Mildred E. Sawyer 

Will Book 
RPS 6/50 

March 1946 

Last Will and Testament of J. Emory Marshall (aka John E. Marshall) 

to, wife 

Elsie Gustin Marshall, and the to children, Byron T. Marshall, Beatrice E. 
Marshall, Hilda M. Willoughby, and Caleb Russell Marshall 
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Maryland Inventory of 
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Inventory No. D-204 

Name "Patrick's Discovery' 
Continuation Sheet 

Number _8_ Page 3 

JFD 23/640 Betty G. Travers, widow, Elizabeth T. Prettyman and Daniel B. 
Prettyman, Edwin G. Travers, Hettya J. Travers, Carl O. Travers, 
and Nellie J. Travers 

to 

4.19.1929 John E. Marshall 

FJH 11/554-55 Thomas H. Travers and Eliza J. Travers 

to 

4.18.1877 Samuel M. Travers 

'Patrick's Progress" or Patrick's Discovery" situate on Oyster Creek, on 
Taylor's Island...adjoining the lands of Robert L. Spilman, and wife, the 
heirs of the late W. W. Cator, dec'd, Edward L. Griffith and Josiah Cornish, 

164 acres...the land having been the home farm of the late Moses Navy, 
deceased, which he in his life time obtained by deed from Whitefield 
Woolford $6,500 

Dorchester County 
Marriage Record Eliza Jane Navy married Thomas H. Travers, 22 November 1854 

ER 11/59-60 Whitefield Woolford. and Eliza his wife 

to 

11.24.1827 Moses Navy (1797-1855) 

$1904.00 "Patrick's Progress" 144 acres...the land was devised to 
Eliza Woolford by her father John Brohawn 
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Lake, Griffing & Stevenson-1877 
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9. Major Bibliographical References Inventory No. D-204 

Dorchester County Land Records, various volumes, Dorchester County Courthouse. 

Interview with Perry Twining, 3.17.11 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of surveyed property 
Acreage of historical setting 
Quadrangle name 

53.41 acres 
164 acres 

Taylor's Island, MP Quadrangle scale: 1:24,000 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

The metes and bounds of this property are coincidental with the current boundary of the lot. 

11. Form Prepared by 

name/title 

organization 

street & number 

city or town 

Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian 

Chesapeake Country Heritage & Preservation 

Cedar Hill, P. O. Box 5 

Westover 

date 

telephone 

state 

3.17.11 

410-651-1094 

Maryland 21871 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature 
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
DHCD/DHCP 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 
410-514-7600 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

D-204 

NOMINATION FORM 
f o r the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS* SERVICE 

1. NAME 

P a t r i c k ' s Discovery 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

LOCATION 
S T R E E T AND NUMBER! 

Hoopers Neck Road 
CITY OR TOWN! 

T a y l o r ' s I s l a n d 
S T A T E 

Maryland 
C O U N T Y ! 

Dorches te r 
CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
(Chmck One) 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Q Diitrlet gg Building 

• Sit* Q Structure 

• Object 

D Public 

H Privote 

• Both 

Public Acquisition: 

• In Process 

I I Being Considered 

(X| Occupiod 

• Unoccupied 

• Preservation work 
in progress 

Yes: 
• Restricted 

• Unrestricted 

Q3 No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More me Appropriate) 

pK̂  Agricultural 

I I Commercial 

1 I Educotional 

1 1 Entertainment 

I I Government 

I I Industrial 

0 Mllitorv 

1 I Museum 

D P o * 

& ) Private Residence 

I I Religious 

I I Scientific 

• Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

I I Comments 

[4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
t i i 111111-1j.1111111111111.r1.. 1 1 in •. OWNER'S NAME: 

Perry Twining 
S T R E E T AND NUMBER: 

P a t r i c k ' s Discovery 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Tj^JLoxl^,XaIaDLcL 
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

Maryland 2,16.6. 

C O U R T H O U S E , REGISTRY O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Dorches te r County Courthouse 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

High S t r e e t 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Cambridge Maryland 
T i t l e Reference of Current Deed (Book & Pa. # ) : 163/494^ 

21613 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEY'S 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

D A T E OF S U R V E Y : D Federol Q State • County • Locol 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: 

111111-1j.1111111111111.r1
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7. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

(Chack One) 

n Excellent g f G o o d Q Foir • Deterioroted Q R u j n l Q Unexpoied 

f Check One; 

fcf Altered O Uncltered 
(Chick One) 

D Moved 0 Original Site 
D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T » <D O R I G I N A L (it known) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The house is composed of two sections. The tall part 
of the house is three bays long, two storys tall, one room 
deep with a chimney within both of the gables. The building 
is built on a brick foundation covered with beaded weather-
boarding. All the windows have 6/6 sash and it has a "A" 
roof. The smaller section is also two storys but a low two 
storys, three bays long, one room deep, actually the one 
room is the kitchen. The tall part of the house appears to 
be a little earlierthan the kitchen. 

The interior of the house is composed of the kitchen 
and living-dining room Actually the main part of the house 
was two rooms, but the previous owners took out the partition 
which was between them. Both of the rooms had fireplaces 
with period mantels. The enclosed stairs ascends in the 
east corner of the one large room. The woodwork is very 
good, there are raised panel doors in what was the "hall" 
or the main room and there is a balastrade leading up to 
the door of the enclosed stair, the newel post is tiger maple, 
turned; the hand rail is a little bit more curvatious than 
that in the Spicer's house but otherwise very similar. 
Above the closet door under the steps there are two raised 
panels and above the mantel is recent vertical board panel­
ing. It appears to have had a plaster panel above. West 
of the fireplace is a glazed cabinet with double doors and 
panel doors beneath it. Between the glazed cabinet and the 
fireplace is another cabinet about half the width of the 
other one, with a panel door both above and below. The 
chair rail in the two rooms is rather interesting in that 
the molding is the same one at the top and bottom and it 
returns upon itself when it meets the door or the ends of 
the walls, so actually it creates a narrow panel. The beams 
are exposed in the room. The dining half of the large room 
has a very similar arrangement with an enclosed stair, with 
closet beneath. The stair lacks a balastrade and above the 
closet door instead of two panels there are vertical board 
panels, again above this fireplace which is quite big and 
very tall, is some more modern vertical board sheathing. 
Originally it had a plaster panel. On the side of the fire­
place which leads to the door between the kitchen and dining 
room there is a cupboard with a paneled door. 

The kitchen has mid-19th century woodwork, that is with 
corner blocks. The chimney fireplace has been mostly recon­
structed with a raised hearth and brick facing. 

The second floor has been remodeled, but the majority 
of the woodwork remains. There originally were two halls and 
two rooms but, one of the halls was made into a bathroom, 
and the other two rooms into one bedroom. The attic is very 
interesting because it is completely carpeted and finished 
and insulated. On the bay side of the "A" roof are panels 
of plexiglass which extend almost the full length of the 
rafters. The view from the attic is superb, it overlooks 

Oyster Creek to a small island which was part of James Island. 
In the distance Calvert Cliffs, the necular power plant,can 
be seen, 
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SIGNIFICANCE 
PERIOD (Check One ot Mote a i Approptlmle) 

• Pre-Columbian D 16th Century 

• 15th Century • 17th Century 

n 18th Century 

B^ 19th Century 

D 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATEISI (11 Applicable end Known) 

AREAS O F S I G N I F I C A N C E (Check One or Mote mm Appropriate) 

Abor iginol 

I I Prehistoric 

• Historic 

• Agriculture 

£Cj Architecture 

D A" 
I I Commerce 

1~1 Communications 

I | Conservation 

Education 

Engineering 

Industry 

Invention 

Landscape 

Architecture 

Literature 

Military 

Music 

Political 

Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia ( /Human­

itarian 

Theater 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

Urban Planning 

Oth.r (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Patrick's Discovery is of importance to the survey 
of Dorchester County because it is a well built house of 
the second quarter of the 19th century. Its form is like 
many vernacular structures in the county, originally 
having a "hall and parlor" plan. The woodwork is of 
exceptional quality for a vernacular structure for here 
the carpenter executed some details which are done in 
vernacular manner, but with an eye toward what was becom­
ing stylish. Its cabinet arrangement is similar to sev­
eral houses in Dorchester County, Ruby Brooks house, hav­
ing similar work. 
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.MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 
O F LESS T H A N T E N ACRES 

L A T I T U D E AND L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

N E 

SE 

sw 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
O • • 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
o > » 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

Acreage Justification: 

11. FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME AND Tl T L E : 

Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant 
ORG ANI Z A T I O N 

Maryland Historical Trust Spring 1975 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

Shaw House , 21 S t a t e C i r c l e 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Annapolis Maryland 21401 

"^State Liaison Officer Review; (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National • State • Local • 

S i g n a t u r e 
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TA 

7.5 MINUTE 






